Informed Consent Policy

Policy:

This office acknowledges that every competent adult has the fundamental right of self-determination regarding his or her care and treatment. Medical and surgical procedures requiring general or special forms of anesthesia, invasive diagnostic tests, special procedures or treatments involving risks of unsuccessful results shall have a properly executed written informed consent before implementation. Efforts shall be made to provide the patient with such information about proposed treatments or procedures as needed to give informed consent or to refuse the course of treatment.

Objective:



To provide guidelines for obtaining consent or authorization for medical or surgical treatment.


To ensure adequate communication to the patient regarding any proposed treatment, which may result in adverse sequelae.


To minimize medical or legal risk resulting from inadequate informed consent.

Procedure: 

1. The informed consent is an educational process in which the health care provider conveys information and answers the patient’s questions. This information shall include but is not limits to:

A. What the procedure of treatment consists of.

B. The expected outcome.

C. Medically significant risks.

D. Viable alternatives with significant risks for each, and

E. The risk of refusing recommended or alternate procedures or treatments.

2. The health care practitioner who is performing the procedure shall obtain informed consent. The patient and the health care practitioner shall sign the consent.

3. The informed consent will be obtained at a time when the patient is not under the influence of any drugs, sedatives or anesthetics that could impair judgment.

4. Written informed consents shall be completed on the Informed Consent form. This form shall be utilized for all office procedures requiring consent.
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